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 Logic and the Christian Worldview

“Dr. Bahnsen: “Do you believe there are laws of logic, then?  Dr. Stein: “Absolutely”  Dr. 

Bahnsen: “Are they universal?”  Dr. Stein: “They're agreed upon by human beings.  They 

aren't laws that exist out in nature.  They're consensual.”  Dr. Bahnsen: “Are they simply 

conventions, then?”  Dr. Stein: “They are conventions, but they are conventions that are self-

verifying.”  Dr. Bahnsen: “Are they sociological laws of thought?” Dr. Stein: “They are laws 

of thought which are interpreted by men and promulgated by men.”  Dr. Bahnsen: “Are they 

material in nature?”  Dr. Stein: “How can a law be material in nature?”  Dr. Bahnsen: “That's a

question I am going to ask you.”  Dr. Stein: “I would say no.”  Moderator: “Dr. Stein, you 

now have an opportunity to cross-examine Dr. Bahnsen.”  Dr. Stein: “Dr. Bahnsen, would you 

call God material or immaterial?”  Dr. Bahnsen: “Immaterial.”  Dr. Stein: “What is something 

that is immaterial.”  Dr. Bahnsen: “Something not extended in space.”  Dr. Stein: “Can you 

give me an example of anything other than God that is immaterial?”  Dr. Bahnsen: “The laws 

of logic.”  Moderator: “I am going to have to ask the audience to hold it down please.  Please.  

Refrain from laughter and applause.  Can you hold that down please?”” (Bahnsen xx)

In this excerpt from the classic 1985 debate between the Christian Dr. Bahnsen and the atheist Dr. Stein

we see a masterful argument for the centrality of logic to the Christian worldview and to the way in 

which logic only makes sense within that worldview.  What Bahnsen brings out so well here is that 

while atheists often act as though logic is the domain of secularism in reality it is logic and Christianity 

which are truly united.  Logic is central to the Christian worldview because it is central to God Himself 

and to His revelation.  

As we unpack this last sentence we must examine several things.  First, we must understand the 

relationship between God and logic.  Then, we will turn our attention to the relationship between logic 
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and God's revelation of Himself.  Finally, this will lead us to understand the centrality of logic to the 

Christian worldview.  We begin then, with the nature and character of God.  

It is vital at the outset to emphasize that we are speaking here of the God of the Scriptures and not of 

“god” in some abstract manner.  While the gods of superstitious paganism are unknowable and the gods

of classical mythology are fickle and changeable the God of the Bible is something else entirely.  As 

the Westminster Shorter Catechism puts it, “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his 

being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth” (Westminster).  As we examine the 

relation between God and logic two aspects of God's character (which are implicitly described above) 

stand out: God's knowledge, and God's immutability.  The great Puritan Stephan Charnock put it this 

way, “God hath an infinite knowledge and understanding.  All knowledge” (Charnock 408).  God's 

knowledge is complete and encompasses all things.  As the Psalmist says in Psalm 147:5, “Great is our 

Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure”.  Indeed, we find throughout the 

Scriptures statements about God's understanding, knowledge, and wisdom (c.f. 1 Samuel 2:3, 

Ephesians 1:8, Romans 16:27, 1 Timothy 1:17, Proverbs, etc...)  All of these passages speak clearly, 

God is a God of knowledge and his knowledge is complete.

This doctrine of the knowledge of God dovetails naturally with the doctrine of the immutability of God.

At its core, God's immutability refers to God being infinite, eternal, and unchangeable (to use the 

language of the catechism).  Again, Charnock sheds light on this doctrine when he says, “God is 

unchangeable in his essence, nature, and perfections.  Immutability and eternity are linked together” 

(Charnock 317).  What does all this have to do with logic you might ask?  Simply this, if God 

understands all things perfectly and fully (as we saw from the knowledge of God) and God is also 

infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in this understanding (as is seen from the immutability of God) then 
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we have a biblical basis on which to build our understanding of the abiding validity of the laws of 

logic.  Logic (or understanding) is rooted in the character of God which, as we have already seen, is 

both comprehensive and unchangeable.  So we have no basis to assume (as Dr. Stein did in the quote at 

the beginning of this paper) to say that the laws of logic are mere human conventions because they flow

from the nature and character of God himself.  This is seen most explicitly in God's revelation of 

himself.

In chapter one paragraph one of the Westminster Confession of Faith we find a description of the two 

ways in which God has revealed himself to man.  To use the language of the Confession these are, “the 

light of nature and the works of creation and providence” and “the Holy Scriptures” (Westminster).  

Theologians more commonly refer to these two modes of revelation as God's general revelation and his

special revelation.  Because (as we noted above) logic itself flows from and is part of the character of 

God it makes sense that we see logic in both God's general and special revelation.  As regards his 

general revelation we see it in the order and unity which characterizes creation (in spite of the chaotic 

effects of sin after the fall).  We see it in the logical nature of human culture whether in the field of 

language or locksmithing, agriculture or architecture, music or martial arts.  Because the creation bears 

the mark of the Creator we find logic everywhere we look.  It is inescapable.

This is no less true when we consider the second means of revelation, the Scriptures.  2 Timothy  3:16 

tells us that, “All Scripture is breathed out by God...” and John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”.  From these passages it is clear that the 

nature and character of God are faithfully and sufficiently communicated through the Scriptures.  Put 

another way, the Bible itself reflects the very mind of God.  Gordan Clark said it this way, “On this 

basis, that is, on the basis that Scripture is the mind of God, the relation to logic can easily be made 
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clear.  As might be expected, if God has spoken, he has spoken logically.  The Scripture therefore 

should and does exhibit logical organization” (Clark 119).  As we step back from these things an 

underlying unity (and yes, even an underlying logic) begins to emerge.  The nature and character of 

God is logical just as the revelation of God (both general and special) is logical.  Clark sums it up well, 

“To repeat, even if it seem wearisome: Logic is fixed, universal, necessary, and irreplaceable.  

Irrationality contradicts the biblical teaching from Beginning to end.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob is not insane.  God is a rational being, the architecture of whose mind is Logic” (Clark 125).

So then the grand question emerges: what does all of this have to do with the Christian worldview and 

particularly with the relation between logic and the Christian worldview?  Much could be said along 

these lines, but perhaps the best starting point is to try to define what we mean by the term “Christian 

worldview” in the first place.  Let's begin with the second part of the phrase.  When we use the term 

“worldview” we mean exactly what we say.  We are referring to the way in which someone “views the 

world” i.e. their worldview.  Bahnsen provides a more technical and precise definition in his book 

Pushing the Antithesis where he says, “A worldview is a network of presuppositions which are not 

tested by natural science and in terms of which all experience is related and interpreted” (Bahnsen 42). 

It is important to recognize that every person on the planet has a particular worldview, or way of 

relating and interpreting experience.  While much is made today of being “unbiased” and “neutral” in 

an important sense none of us can fulfill these goals.  All of us go through life with a grid which we use

to make sense of the world around us.  With this in mind we can attach the first part of the phrase 

“Christian” to the term “worldview” and try to offer a meaningful definition of what we mean by the 

Christian worldview.  We should note then that the adjective Christian helps us to qualify and 

understand what particular worldview we are speaking of.  It's not as if Christians are the only people 

with worldviews (again, all humans view and interpret the world) but rather Christians are the only 
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people who hold to the Christian worldview.  As Bahnsen puts it, “We must recognize that the Christian

faith is a complex system of mutually-supported, intertwined beliefs filling out a broader 

interdependent worldview” (Bahnsen 43).  As Bahnsen points out here it is faith which shapes and 

informs the way in which a Christian views the world.  It is at this point that God, and his revelation, 

intersect with the Christian worldview.  God shapes his revelation, and his revelation shapes the 

Christian worldview.  This is why God is to be central in all that we think, and say, and do.  He is the 

one who governs not only the world itself but also how we view the world.  

The connection with logic should be obvious at this point.  If logic is a central characteristic of who 

God is and if revelation is the mind of God made manifest to men, then it follows that the logic which 

sustains and shapes that revelation will in turn sustain and shape the worldview which flows from it.  

To restate our thesis: logic is central to the Christian worldview because it is central to God Himself 

and to His revelation.  As the Christian is conformed ever more to the image of God and renewed in his

mind, as the apostles say, his thoughts, and actions, and words will increasingly reflect the character of 

God.  We are called to think God's thoughts after him, and in so doing we are thinking logically 

because this is the very way in which God himself thinks.  This embrace of logic is central to the 

Christian view of the world.  As John Robbins put it, “It is impossible to do without logic because it is 

the way God thinks and the way that man ought to think as the image bearer of God” (Robbins).  To 

return then to our opening illustration, we can begin to see how Christianity and logic (or reason) or not

only not opposed to each other, but are actually inseparably connected.  For secularist to deny God and 

then seek to embrace the logic which characterizes the mind of God is a contradiction and a project 

doomed to failure.  It is only in the Christian worldview that we can truly and consistently account for 

the laws of logic which are so often taken for granted.  And it is only in the Christian worldview that 

we can truly and consistently give praise to the God who is the source of logic.
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