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Responding to Homosexuality

“Our culture is inundated – in print and on screen – with the idea that homosexuality is a 

normal, proper, and healthy expression of “love” between persons.  This view has successfully 

infiltrated our TV sitcoms, magazines, bookstores, and coffee shops, but now we are being told 

that homosexuality – in either orientation or act – is something approved by God and therefore 

consistent with biblical morality” (White & Niell 11).  

In the decade since these words were penned the truth of this paragraph has been proven by the 

overwhelming change which has taken place in American culture and belief in recent years.  Recent 

Gallup polls conclude that, “Americans' acceptance of gays and lesbians as equal members of society 

has increased steadily in the past decade to the point that half or more now agree that being gay is 

morally acceptable, that gay relations ought to be legal, and that gay or lesbian couples should have the 

right to legally marry” (Saad).  With several states allowing for same-sex marriage and the tide of 

popular opinion increasing in favor or homosexuality the question must be raised: how should the 

church respond to homosexuality?  Many answers have been given to this question and as a result the 

voice of the church has often been muddled at best.  Some have spoken the truth without love while 

others have vainly sought to demonstrate love devoid of truth.  Others have only dealt with this as a 

political or social issue while others argue that we should be working at the personal level.  None of 

these options are acceptable on their own.  A truly Christian response to homosexuality must be 

exegetical, theological, social, political, personal, and pastoral.

It is important to note at the outset what this paper hopes to achieve.  It is not within the scope of this 

paper to present a comprehensive response to homosexuality.  The goal, rather, is to present a concise 

set of guidelines to help Christians respond to this pressing moral and ethical issue.  It is the contention 

of this paper that our response must be multi-dimensional and include all of the elements listed above.
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Otherwise we risk the danger of compromising truth by not lovingly presenting the truth, the whole 

truth, and nothing but the truth.    

In this, as in all endeavors, our starting point must be the Scriptures.  A Christian response to 

homosexuality must be both exegetical and theological, dealing carefully with the various issues and 

arguments which are presented for and against homosexuality.  While a comprehensive study of all of 

the relevant biblical texts is outside the scope of this paper, we can at least point to several key texts 

which must be considered in our exegesis.  Three texts which should be included in any discussion of 

homosexuality are Leviticus 20:13, Romans 1:26-27, and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.  While there are many 

other texts that could be mentioned (such as the story of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19) the ones 

listed above are important in that they are clear prescriptive commands and not merely descriptive.  The

first text, Leviticus 20:13 lays out God's view of homosexuality as God reveals his will for his people.  

The text says, “If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an 

abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them” (Leviticus 20:13).  This 

clearly demonstrates that God condemned homosexuality in the Old Testament.  Many however, would 

argue that the New Testament represents a different age with different rules.  However our second and 

third texts show otherwise.  As Paul says in Romans 1:26-27, “For this reason God gave them up to 

dishonorable passions.  For their women exchanged natural relations with women and were consumed 

with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the

due penalty for their error.”  In this passage, Paul is describing the basic moral law which is written on 

the hearts of all people (and not only the people of God).  According to the New Testament then, 

homosexuality is contrary not only to the Old Testament law, but also to the natural law as well.  1 

Corinthians 6:9-10 supports this when it says, “Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality [...] will inherit the kingdom of God.”
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From even this brief survey of texts we can conclude that, “Both the Old and New Testaments are 

unequivocal in their teaching that homosexuality is contrary to the moral law of God, and only the most

forced and arbitrary modes of biblical interpretation can conclude otherwise” (Davis 129).  Building on

this exegetical foundation there are also a number of theological points which must be made in 

response to homosexuality.  

In a recent article on the subject, the Rev. Timothy Hammons highlights three areas where the issue of 

homosexuality must be understood in light of biblical theology.  As Hammons put it, 

“First, we would understand that gay marriage, and homosexuality, distort the Imago Dei, the 

image of God. [...] Secondly, biblical theology would help us understand that homosexuality is 

idolatry before God. [...] Third, biblical theology would help us understand that by embracing 

homosexuality we would be embracing man’s attack on the family which is God’s ordained 

structure for society” (Hammons).

Speaking to Hammons first point, we must recognize that the anthropology of the Scriptures must 

shape the way we view one another.  In the book of Genesis it says that God made man male and 

female and that each was made for the other.  Homosexuality turns this pattern on its head and puts 

man as the determiner in sexual and gender issues.  This ties into the second point.  As theologian 

Richard Phillips has put it, “Notice that from a Christian perspective, the real issue is not sexual 

perversity, whether it is heterosexual or homosexual, but idolatry.  The root cause is the refusal to grant 

authority to God and the exaltation of public opinion to a place of ultimate authority” (Phillips).  When 

we reject God's authority and put ourselves in His place the only result can be chaos and sin.  This fact 

has profound social ramifications (as Hammons notes in his third point).  Such a redefinition of 

sexuality has a dramatic impact on the way we view the family and extends far beyond the bounds of 

individual choices and consequences.  
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This is why our response to homosexuality must also connect the exegetical and theological truths to 

the reality of our culture.  In other words, our response must be both social and political.  While these 

two areas are related (i.e. the society shapes the politics and politics shapes society) they can and 

should be distinguished in this discussion.  By society we mean any cultural artifact or sub-culture 

which is part of the broader culture in which one lives.  In the case of America this would include 

things like TV sitcoms, LGBT magazines and organizations, or notable actors, writers, or celebrities 

who identify with and defend the homosexual movement.  Often these cultural forces shape the policies

and perspectives of our nation in sometimes subtle ways.  It is important for Christians to be aware and 

discerning as we engage with society.  All of these things can seek to shift the way in which we view 

certain practices or beliefs (as evidenced by the radical reversal in American opinion on this thinking 

over the last few decades).  It is not new scientific finds or studies which have prompted a sea change 

of thinking on this issue but rather the persistent influence of various sub-cultures on the broader 

culture.  Christians cannot avoid this influence or flee from society.  The answer is to constantly 

exercise discernment while speaking the truth in love.

This rapid social change has had (and will continue to have) radical political implications as well.  

Already we have seen an increasing number of U.S. states legalizing gay marriage with more working 

to follow in their footsteps.  Countries throughout the Western world are debating whether or not to 

change their laws to reflect a “new view” of homosexuality.  However, the harbingers of a new view 

seem to forget that such widespread acceptance of homosexuality is actually very old.  As Richard 

Phillips notes, “Indeed, the irony is rich. In towering hubris, post-Christian America imagines itself to 

be blazing a new trail of tolerance and humanity, when it is in fact succumbing to the ancient paganism 

in which so many people languished in abject misery until the light of Christ and God's Word shined 

upon it” (Phillips).  Unless we wish to slip back to this time we must return to God's Word and submit 
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ourselves to His rule.  Our political response must be patient and persistent recognizing that the 

opposition which we see to God's law are in fact the fruit of opposition to God Himself and thus cannot

ultimately be answered by anything less than a work of God.  

This brings us to the area of discussion which is perhaps most often missing in contemporary debates; 

the personal and pastoral response to homosexuality.  In her remarkable book “Secret Thoughts of an 

Unlikely Convert” Rosaria Butterfield shares how her transition from being a lesbian professor of 

“queer-literature” at Syracuse University to becoming a Christian (and ultimately the wife of a 

Reformed Presbyterian minister) took place.  As she puts it, 

“My journey out of lesbianism was messy and difficult.  I spent a lot of time in prayer – and still

do.  I leaned heavily on the counsel of the women of the Syracuse church: Floy Smith, Vivian 

Rice, NM, Becky Smith, Robyn Zorn, Corrine Thompson, Marty Wright, Kathy Donath.  I 

asked them vulnerable and real questions and they answered me and loved me anyways.  The 

journey out of lesbianism had many dimensions, and the Lord was gracious in leading me a 

small step, and then burning the bridge I crossed to keep me safely closer to him.  From the first

night, there was no going back” (Butterfield 23).

As this quote so powerfully shows, it is God's usual pattern to bring sinners to a saving knowledge of 

Himself through the witness and work of His covenant people.  This happens at both the personal and 

the pastoral level.  At a personal level this requires us to push beyond the political front of the 

homosexual community to understand the practices and beliefs which hold it together.  Like any sub-

culture, or “tribe”, the homosexual community has its own values and norms with which we must 

engage.  This must happen at the personal level, with the barista at your local coffee shop, the sales 

executive in your office, the neighbor or cousin or even church member who has either embraced 

homosexuality or struggles with same-sex attraction.  As one Christian writer has put it: 
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“Should we see reaching out to individuals in the gay and lesbian community as 'cross-cultural' 

ministry?  You bet we should.  As we enter the new millennium, we must dare, for the glory of 

Christ, to reach into the closet.  We must ask Christ for compassion enough to love other sinners

with the gospel – even those who have adopted a GLBT identity – so that the Cross will not be 

emptied of its power.  Do we believe that Christ is capable of saving individuals from every 

tribe and nation” (Hartzell 63)?   

This personal response to homosexuality is best cultivated in the context of the church.  Thus, our 

response to homosexuality must not only be personal but also distinctly pastoral.

In a day when many churches and denominations are openly embracing those who practice 

homosexuality (and even exalting them to places of authority and leadership) it is important to clarify 

what the role of the church should be in responding to homosexuality.  The starting point for this must 

be the Word of God.  We spoke at the beginning of this paper about the exegetical and theological 

response which Scripture demands in our view of homosexuality.  The conclusions drawn there apply 

here as well.  Our churches must be shaped by the Word of God.  This means that we must condemn all

sexual immorality (whether homosexual or heterosexual) and hold out the free gospel of grace which 

changes lives and calls us to obedient submission to God's Word.  In reality, the most loving thing we 

can do for those who struggle with same-sex attraction is not to “affirm their life choices” but rather to 

confront the bondage of sin in the light of the gospel.  Like a kind and loving parent who tells their 

child “no” when they ask for something that will harm them so God tells us “no” when we desire sin.  

However, in a culture which has all the tendencies of a temperamental two-year old this often leads to a

tantrum.  It will be the constant temptation of the church to soft pedal this message, but this can only be

done at the expense of both the gospel and of the eternal welfare of those trapped in sexual sin.  The 
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gospel of grace calls men and women to repentance from pride, greed, anger, and yes, even 

homosexuality (along with all other sins).  As one theologian put it, “The Spirit of God (again, working

through the Word) sanctifies our conscience and engages our emotions so that we act in obedience to 

Him” (Bahnsen).  This truth must be proclaimed as truth, but the proclamation must be made out of a 

heart of love for the hearers.  

When the church communications out of fear or hatred it ceases to function as a faithful church.  The 

beauty of Christian obedience is that our fear of God is to cast out all other fears.  Too many in the 

church today respond to homosexuality as a threat.  Yet Christ promises us that the very gates of hell 

cannot prevail against His kingdom.  We must say with Paul, “What then shall we say to these things?  

If God is for us, who can be against us” (Romans 8:31)?  We must proclaim the full gospel of God's 

redeeming grace building on the exegetical and theological truths of His Word, bearing witness to this 

truth in society and politics, and sharing the gospel both personally and pastorally.  The words of Paul 

in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 is a fitting conclusion and a good reminder: 

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 

deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 

inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you.  But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God”.
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